EPP Resolution presented by DR (Cyprus)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

The European People’s Party:
1.
Affirms its support to the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and unity of the Republic of Cyprus;

2.
Whilst respecting the democratic will of the Greek Cypriot community, regrets that a solution has not been yet reached;

3.
Calls on the Secretary General of the UN to resume his initiative for reaching a solution acceptable by all communities in Cyprus;

4.
Calls on the European Union to get more actively involved in the international endeavours to solve the Cyprus problem;

5.
Calls on the Turkish authorities to maintain their constructive attitude in finding a settlement of the Cyprus question leading to an equitable solution, based on the relevant UN Resolutions and on the principles upon which the EU is founded;

6.
Calls on the Turkish authorities to effect an early withdrawal, pursuant to the relevant UN resolutions, of its forces in accordance with a specific timetable;  believes that such a withdrawal of Turkish forces is a necessary step forward on the way to further easing tension and preparing for a lasting solution;

7.
Calls on the Turkish authorities to fully ratify and implement the protocol extending its custom union with all 25 EU members;

8.
Calls on the Turkish authorities to recognise the Republic of Cyprus; calls the attention of the Turkish authorities to the fact that the negotiations concerned are intergovernmental negotiations between Turkey on the one hand and the 25 members of the EU on the other;  the Republic of Cyprus is one of those Member States.
9. Supports all efforts for financial and trade assistance to the Turkish Cypriot community provided that any measures to be taken in this respect be in line with international law.

EPP Congress Resolution presented by the ESCU

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

The elderly in Europe in the 21st century

The 17th Rome Congress resolves:

That the EPP Political Bureau holds a scientifically-based workshop in preparation for the next Congress which aims to:

Convey the challenges which face

· the individual and  

· society as a result of the ageing process,

in order to explore the basic political decisions which have to be made in terms of their economic feasibility. 

Justification:

The average life expectancy will increase this century to around 100 years. It is unacceptable for the theological question "Why I am here?" to throw up other questions related to the meaning of life - what use am I still?, what am I needed for?, what do I have to give back to society for my own personal security? 

Preparing yourself properly for the many unsolved problems which will arise in the immediate future is the first rule of conduct in politics. 

We believe the proposed route is helpful and, as the ESCU, we would be delighted to contribute effectively in the preparation and evaluation of the work of the Political Bureau with the plentiful literature which is available. 

EPP Resolution presented by Popolari UDEUR (Italy)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

Euro-Mediterranean partnership

The EU needs a coherent neighbourhood policy in the east of our continent and for the countries of the Mediterranean. European Neighbourhood Policy is an important instrument to promote peace, stability and prosperity to its neighbouring countries.

It has to prevent the creation of new division between the EU and its neighbouring countries, giving them the possibility to participate to different EU activities trough political, economical and cultural cooperation and giving them the opportunity to participate to the European common market.

Euro-Mediterranean partnership started with the Conference of Barcelona on 27-28 November 1995. The Declaration adopted at the end of the conference established a working programme on political cooperation and security, economical and financial cooperation, social, cultural and human cooperation. 

The main objective was to create in the Mediterranean an area of dialogue, exchange and cooperation, ensuring peace, stability and prosperity. The creation of a Mediterranean free trade zone within 2010 was scheduled.

The instrument adopted for good implementation of the partnership was bilateral agreements of association between Mediterranean countries and EU. 

The Barcelona Process is a unique and ambitious initiative, which laid the foundations of a new regional relationship and which represents a turning point in Euro-Mediterranean relations.

Unfortunately, ten years after beginning the process of Barcelona, most of the objectives have not been implemented. 

The 27 and 28 of November 2005 a Conference was held in Barcelona to celebrate ten years of the Declaration of Barcelona. The head of State and Government were not able to approve a declaration on a common view.

It is necessary to start again from the objectives of Barcelona, for establishing a common area of peace and stability; building a zone of shared prosperity, establishing a Euro​-Mediterranean Free Trade Area; realize partnership in social, cultural and human affairs, develop human resources, promote understanding between cultures and exchanges between civil societies (especially migration, dialogue between cultures and civilizations, youth).

It should be important to implement the Barcelona process not only trough bilateral agreements with the single countries of the other side of the Mediterranean, but with multilateral agreements. 

Immigration, especially, has to be faced with multilateral agreements, with a global view of the question, taking into account it is at the same time a problem and an opportunity for Europe.

The Mediterranean sea is the southern border of Europe, and Europe has to recover its role in the Mediterranean, Europe has to recover its policy of the Mediterranean. 

A real foreign policy of Europe in the Mediterranean does no more exist now. Europe cannot be indifferent to what happens in the Mediterranean, and has to reappropriate its leading role in the Mediterranean area. Europe has to implement a more cohesive common foreign and security policy, to play again an important role, and therefore it is important for Europe to have a more decisive role in the Mediterranean.

It will be difficult to establish the free-trade area in the Mediterranean within 2010, as scheduled in Barcelona. Besides, we have to take into account what it is necessary, for implementing the free trade area and the objectives of Barcelona, to realize efficient interoperable transport links between the EU and its Mediterranean partners, and among the partners themselves.

EPP Resolution presented by EPP Women

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

Taking notice that women are not regarded as important actors in the realisation of the Lisbon Strategy, of which one of priorities is to increase the employment rate in general in Europe, including the employment rate of women; 

Taking notice that women’s employment is very low, due to circumstances that are not favourable for women entering the labour force, a systematic depreciation of women's professional work, and policies that put women off doing professional work, 

The EPP urge the European Commission and Member States to take the following measures: 

Regarding creating circumstances that are favourable to the employment of women: 

1- To organise sufficient, affordable and accessible child care facilities, taking into account the demands of the labour market and in particular the employment of women; 
2- To develop and implement measures to make working time as attractive for  men as for women, allowing the parent(s) to combine professional and family life; 
3- To change mentalities, in order to establish an equal division of family and domestic tasks, by combating sexist stereotypes in education, the media and in advertising.

Regarding the appreciation of women's professional work: 

4- To present an annual evaluation by the European Commission of the Member State reports on putting into practice the Directives on Equal Payment, Equal Treatment and Gender Equality in Social Security Systems, and to combat gender inequalities and gender sectoral- and occupational segregation.
Regarding  encouraging women to have a professional career: 

5- To pursue an individualisation of fiscal and social security rights throughout the Member States, by starting to reform all tax and social policies which currently encourage women to stay at home. 
Thus, women's contribution to the economy will be more important, their participation in society and in politics will be more effective, and the Lisbon Strategy more likely to reach its goals.
EPP Resolution presented by the EPP Group in the CoR

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

EU Communication Strategy needs Regions and Cities

Europe's regions and cities ready to explain, communicate

and promote the European project of further integration

The European Commission has to add another D to its "plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate": D for "Decentralisation". Above all, in the current reflection period on Europe, the EU has to be more effective and closer to citizens. Therefore, the EU communication strategy, including the White Paper “Reconnecting Europe with citizens”, needs a common approach with regional and local authorities. They provide a concrete way to bridge the growing gap between the world of politics and the world of citizens' everyday lives. They are ideally placed to make their fellow-citizens express their expectations on the EU, and to set up local debates on local issues that have a European dimension, and to channel back views and responses to the EU decision-makers. They can reconnect the Brussels' EU with its citizens! 

Regions and cities are the most suitable platforms to promote the idea of Europe among citizens. We, the European People's Party, defend a Europe which is closer to its citizens, a Europe of proximity, a Europe with a bottom-up approach.

Regional and local authorities implement over 70% of EU legislative acts and their know-how is important for the European institutions' policies and actions. Regions and cities are particularly close to the grassroots. They can deliver concrete solutions to the European institutions’ proposals for legislation especially on economic, social, transport, security, environment, education and cultural policies. They play a key role in both strengthening cohesion and solidarity and in promoting economic growth and jobs.

The following measures are proposed in order to rebuild the trust of European citizens in the European project. The EU institutions, in close partnership with local and regional authorities must:

· show clear responsibility, create more transparency and explain who does what, how and why in European policy making;

· strengthen decentralization, by respecting and promoting the subsidiarity and proportionality principles; 

· explain and demonstrate the great advantages of the European project, and show that the EU provides its citizens with opportunities to develop their personal and professional interests, and with the guarantees for freedom and justice;

· take decisions which are pending in those areas where the EU brings concrete results and real added value to European citizens;

· pro-actively demonstrate that a political Union will protect and safeguard Europe's cultural and linguistic diversity;

· install a permanent dialogue with Europe's citizens with the support of European regions and cities.

The EPP wishes to make the most of the reflection period by supporting the organisation of a series of public meetings and communication campaigns to be held in European cities and regions - with the participation of Members of the European Commission to the ground, accompanied by local CoR Members and Members of national and European Parliament – so to better identify and understand the situation of common Europeans and to improve communication with citizens through regional and local media. Local and regional authorities, local and regional parliaments or assemblies, and local and regional social partners are willing to take their part of responsibility in building a better and more participative European Union.

EPP Resolution presented by FIDESZ (Hungary)

regarding the Educational and Employment Situation

of the Roma in the European Union
EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

A.
whereas Roma children in several Member States are routinely placed in segregated schools with inferior instruction or a curriculum for the mentally handicapped;

B.
whereas Roma children in non-Roma schools are frequently subjected to physical and verbal harassment, sometimes with the collusion and even involvement of teachers and staff;

C.
whereas Roma children, especially girls, are frequently forced to leave school early either to help out with household chores or to seek employment in order to contribute to their families’ incomes;

D.
whereas Roma are not targeted by the National Action Plans on employment by most Member States, despite unemployment levels as high as 80 per cent in some Roma communities;

E.
whereas inadequate access to education and employment opportunities leads to social exclusion and a cycle of poverty,

F.
whereas the Lisbon Strategy emphasizes employment issues, but the European Employment Strategy fails specifically to address the Roma issue;

G.
whereas the plight of the Roma is similar throughout the Member States;

Recommends the European People’s Party to:

•
take into account the special situation of the Roma in its work, including policy proposals, reports, and resolutions.

•
adopt a policy and encourage its member parties to adopt measures in their own national governments which aim to improve the situation of the Roma.

•
organize a European-level conference to promote real integration of Roma in all aspects of society.

•
increase cooperation with Churches and religious organizations and civil rights organizations.

•
promote the creation of a Roma Network Centre in Brussels, by creating a space in which the needs of the Roma can be discussed.
•
take full advantage of the Roma Network Centre upon its establishment, as it will serve as a valuable forum for the development of comprehensive, well-informed policies which address the needs of the Roma after thorough discourse and examination with multiple parties.

Recommends the following to EPP member parties to incorporate in their policies:

General

I.
Compel Member States to transpose into national law, and ensure effective  implementation of, the Race Directive (2000/43/EC) and the Employment Directive (2000/78/EC).

III.
Recommend that Member States implement concrete measures to ensure that all Roma are assured equal access to integrated education and to promote an educational system which ensures all students a respectful, safe environment conducive to learning

Specific recommendations in Education

I.
Eliminate segregation and substandard education of Roma

II.
Increase school enrolment percentages and prevent early drop-outs among Roma children

III.
Include Roma history and culture within the national school curricula

IV.
Eliminate the social stigma associated with the Roma ethnicity, focusing particularly on people of mixed origin

V.
Combat Anti-Gypsyism and promote values of tolerance and respect via education

VI.
Evaluate periodically the effectiveness of educational policies

Specific Recommendations in Employment

I.
Promote employment equality
II.
Increase the employment of Roma in the public sector

III.
Increase the employment of Roma in the private sector

IV.
Promote entrepreneurship among the Roma

V. 
Develop policies and programmes related to life-long learning and vocational training to improve the employability and entrepreneurial skills of Roma

VI.
Endorse a shared commitment to an intercultural workplace

EPP Resolution presented by Popolari UDEUR (Italy)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006
Supporting the family
Today, European citizens need a strong Europe delivering an added value and dealing with the problems that concern them. Europe, after the great steps of creating a common market and enlargement to ten countries, needs to become closer to its citizens.

Family is a basic element of our society and the basis of social life. Today families and society are more and more broken up. It is necessary to recognize clearly the active role of family, aware that it cannot be replaced with other form of social institutions. In a difficult social situation, families are often substituting the structures in charge of implementing social policies. Families are an element of stability and guarantee for development. They are often the unique resource for weaker people like old people, handicapped person, young unemployed. Besides, they have the irreplaceable duty and role of educating children and teenagers.

Families has become the main basis of the new welfare system through its active role of social promotion, but without the necessary recognition. 

Moreover, today Europe faces a great fall in the birthrate, that is originated from several causes, among which the lack of support to families that are more often facing difficult social situations, and precarious situations.

Therefore, it is of great importance to recognize the role of families, and let them play their social and economic function sustaining them with adequate means. It is an important priority to stimulate the adoption of policies to sustain family in all European countries. New forms of incentives for family, especially with economic instruments should be proposed. 

An important result can be achieved by reducing fiscal burden on families with low incomes in relation to the number of children dependant on them. In reality, more resources to family means more wellbeing for families, starting from children.  

Welfare services and families association should be improved. It is important to stimulate services - managed and organized with participation of families - creating primary networks that can help families to endorse fully they educational and social role.
EPP Resolution presented by the EPP-ED Group in the EP

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006
Energy policy of the European Union
A. 
whereas energy security should be considered as an essential component of the global security concept and has an increasing impact on the overall security of the European Union ;

B. 
whereas security of supply constitutes one of the most important conditions of energy security ;

C 
whereas the efforts taken at the national level to ensure energy security must be complemented by an EU joint action in the energy field;

D 
whereas EU-25 import dependency for energy is 48% (2002) and is projected to rise to 71% by 2030,

E.
whereas primary energy consumption in hte EU-25 was 1 700 million tonnes oil equivalent (Mtoe) in 2005, of which 38% oil, 23% gas, 18% coal/solid fuels, 15% nuclear and 6% renewal energy sources (RES),

F.
whereas oil consumption in the EU is increasing, particularly in the transport and buildings sectors despite a 50% decrease in energy intensity of oil appliances and the use of alternative fuels in industry, heating and electricity generation,

G.
whereas demand for coal in the EU has been decreasing for many years, import dependency is already 50% and is rising as a proportion of consumption of coal,

I.
whereas thirteen member states generate nuclear electricity and certain member states have a declared policy to phase out nuclear power.  Import dependency for uranium is almost total;

J. 
whereas any difficulty even temporary, having the effect of reducing supplies of energy resources from third states could cause serious disturbances in the economic activity of the EU and the daily life of its citizens; 

K. whereas a crisis in obtaining supplies could occur unexpectedly, namely for political reasons, 

L. whereas the recent energy crisis provoked by Russia has exposed the vulnerability of many Member States of the European Union, ,which are dependent on one supplier to a dangerous degree; 

M.  whereas  Finance  Ministers of G8 decided during its meeting on 11 February to review the energy outlook and focus on energy security issue during the G8 Summit in Saint Petersburg. 
1.
Calls upon the Member States to recognize the need to launch the strategy on energy security allowing to adopt the EU joint action in the energy field, moving beyond coordination and taking steps aimed at creating EU energy policy while recalling that market mecanisms are vital to the effective functioning of the global energy system; 

2..
Agrees with the Council conclusion that a shared view on a strategy for security of supply should respect Member States’ geographical, economical, regional, climate and structural differences; promote further market opening in the EU; be consistent with sustainable development as well as climate change commitments within the energy sector; and add value over action by individual Member States;

3.. 
Advocates strengthening the European Neighbourhood Policy, with a special stress being put on cooperation with the neighbouring countries in the energy field, including transportation infrastructure to which special financial assistance should be dedicated; calls for the integration of energy policy cooperation in the Action Plans being elaborated under the European Neighbourhood Policy; 

4.  Opposes the instrumental use of the energy policy as a tool of pressure in the field of external relations;

5.
Encourages European enterprises to increase investments in exploration and transit of energy in neighbouring countries while promoting their wealth and economic development;

6.  Considers that a sudden and large-scale interruption of energy supply affecting one or more Member States could have an impact on the functioning of the internal market and solidarity among Member States should encompass the readiness to assist those which are endangered or in difficulty in situations of extreme crisis such as a result of natural catastrophes or when citizen's well-being is seriously at stake;

7.
Notes the call by the Commission for an Energy Chapter, supported by the Parliament in the past, and considers that it is the appropriate moment for member states to deliberate further steps in this direction; 

8.  Calls on Council to accept Parliament's position on Trans-European Energy Networks (TENS) in order to complete the missing links  so as to improve security of supply as well as complete the internal market, by supporting specific projects, where appropriate;

9.
Remains of the view that an essential part of maintaining security of supply is to complete the liberalisation of energy markets to achieve a fully functioning internal market in electricity and gas to enhance competitiveness, transparency and energy efficiency;
10.
Considers the level of dependence upon oil and the level of dependence on imports of oil to be of great concern; particularly having regard to all the efforts made by Member States to reduce dependency since the mid-1970s and the apparently inexorable rise in consumption in the transport sector;  calls therefore to explore all possibilities aimed at  enhancing the European's Union energetic self-sufficiency;

11.
Mutual investments into the Russian and EU energy sectors must remain a key objective of the Energy Dialogue, with a view to ensuring both the security of supply and the security of demand in the context of increased energy interdependency. 

12.
Emphasizes the importance of 

i)
a level playing field, with equivalent basic rules on the degree of market opening, and other key market rules, such as regulation of network access and unbundling.

ii)
the promotion of the exchange of information on advanced energy technologies and encouraging of contacts between EU and Russian energy sector actors.

iii)
to build furtherEU-Russia Partnership and Co-operation Agreement in order to develop political energy-related issues.

13.
Recognises the role that nuclear energy currently plays in maintaining security of electricity supply, as a significant part of the energy mix and for avoiding an estimated 312 million tonnes of CO2 emissions per year (7% of total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the EU).  Current estimates project a 12% increase in EU CO2 emissions by 2020, well short of the Kyoto target 8% reduction;

14.
Considers that the evolution of Kyoto framework after 2012 needs active consideration now, to allow the markets to take into account the cost of carbon in major investment programmes recognising  that European competitiveness  and growth is already going to be reduced by higher labour and electricity costs;

15.
Re-affirms its strong support for RES (Renewable Energy Sources), calls on Member States to re-double efforts to achieve the targets of a 12% share of total energy consumption and 22.1% of electricity from RES by 2010 and welcomes the adoption of the Directive on electricity from RES; 
16.
Considers therefore that fiscal measures would be more effective as an incentive rather than a deterrent and should only be used as part of a package of technical and regulatory measures. Voluntary agreements with industry are a useful model of what can be done;

17
Considers it urgent to promote hydrogen technology and a hydrogen-based economy while stressing that the production of hydrogen has to come preferably from non CO2 emitting energy sources; 

18.
Notes the considerable potential for energy efficiency gains, reductions in polluting emissions and a world-wide market for new equipment and systems from clean coal technology and calls for industry and the 7th Framework Programme of Research (7FP) to achieve a successful demonstration of clean coal power systems.  Believes, therefore, that it is essential to maintain a viable indigenous coal production industry while recognising the need for greater efficiencies and reduced subsidies;

19.
Considers it essential that the EU lead by example in maintaining research expenditure within the 7th Framework Research Programme on future energy technologies such as nuclear fusion, fuel cells, the hydrogen cycle, electric batteries and other energy storage systems.
EPP Resolution presented by KDU-CSL (Czech Rep.) and PP (Spain)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

Cuba

The European People's Party is concerned about the continuous human rights violations in Cuba. The "Island of Liberty" is one of the last examples of surviving Communist regimes in the world. The people of Cuba are exposed to inhuman conditions and humiliation from the Cuban authorities. The detention of the prisoners of conscience not only affects them personally, also has a huge impact on their families.

The European People's Party has always had the defence of human rights at the core of its policies. The protection of the human rights, especially freedom of expression and political association, is a precondition for building a democracy. 

The EPP:
- condemns the imprisonment of the political prisoners and asks the Communist regime of Cuba to respect the human rights and dignity of individuals
- demands the immediate release of all political prisoners of conscience

- condemns the Cuban authorities for the expulsion of parliamentarians from the EU member states as well as representatives from the European Parliament and various NGOs. Calls on the EU institutions and member states not to abandon Cuban dissidents and their efforts towards a democratic Cuba

- asks the Council to reconsider the European Union's policy towards Cuba. The imprisonment of those who disagree with the regime proves that the change of the EU's policy towards Cuba from January 2005 was a political failure and mistake. The appeasement of the EU towards Cuba means the giving up of the principles on which the EU was founded

- calls on the EU member states to always invite dissidents on their national holidays and other events in order to give them international visibility and contribute to their personal safety

- urges the Cuban government to grant an official permit to Oswaldo Payá to come to visit the European institutions as has been repeatedly requested and claims that Ladies in White (Damas de Blanco) should be allowed to come to Europe in order to receive a Sakharov Prize they were granted in 2005. If this would not happen than reiterates that the European Parliament representative delegation should go to Cuba to deliver the prize.

EPP Resolution presented by PPCD (Romania)
EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

Relations between EU and Republic of Moldova

The recent accession of the Eastern European countries to the European Union, as well as the foreseen inclusion of Romania and Bulgaria will redefine EU’s neighbourhood policy. The new border and the new neighbours are not to be seen as new frontiers creating new divinding lines across our continent. 

In the Eastern area of our continent, new democracies are following the path of democratisation. While their progress depends mainly on their efforts of sharing the same values with the European Union, the EPP stresses upon the importance of promoting good economical and political relations with the bordering countries on an individual basis, in accordance to each one’s achievements in the fields of political and economical reforms, towards freedom, rule of law and market economy.

In this view, the European Union should continue to encourage the Republic of Moldova to follow its democratisation process. The European Union should support the economic and social development of the Republic of Moldova as a mechanism of ensuring political stability and cooperation at the new EU border. The Moldovan government should take the necessary measures of economical restructuring and reform, in order to relaunch the economy of the Republic, and should be supported by EU programmes aimed at reinforcing the social structure and improving the living standards. Cooperation is important especially in the fields of infrastructures for transport and environment, health, border control and fighting against organised crime.

It is in the common European interest to help the Republic of Moldova develop necesarry civil structures for a strong democracy and for a well-functioning market economy with individual freedom - and reform the state structures to serve these purposes. In this respect, the EPP reaffirms its support for the Christian Democratic Popular Party (PPCD) of Moldova and encourages other political forces as well as representatives of the civil society to continue to promote genuine democratic values and to stand for their freedom of expression. The respect for human rights in the Republic of Moldova will continue to be a major criteria in the appreciation of the changes that occur in this Eastern European Country.

The International Community and mainly the European Union should become more involved in resolving the situation from the eastern counties of the Republic of Moldova. The current situation is described as a separatist local government encouraged by the presence of Russian troops. While not all Russian troops belong to the peace-keeping mission under the control of the Unified Control Commission, their presence on the TransDniestrean territory is illegal, according to International Law. The lack of control of the activities beyond Dniestr river, on eastern Moldovan territory, both for the Russian troops and for the separatist local government has resulted in reported smuggling, support for terrorist activities and for international crime. These facts as reported by the international press and observers are reasons of serious concern. The involvement of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is welcomed but the only achievements so far have been the spread of information on the real situation. The European Union should support the Republic of Moldova in finding the peaceful solution for the evacuation of the Russian troops and for the political, economical, social and cultural re-integration of the country. In this respect, a dialogue with all involved actors, including the Russian Federation, Ukraine, OSCE and the United States is welcomed.

While international support is necessary to find a suitable arrangement for the TransDniestrean area, the Moldovan Government must ensure ending all human rights violations and promote bold actions towards democratisation and market economy.

The European People’s Party shall seek dialogue and co-operation on a bilateral level with the PPCD of Moldova in order to improve the existing links and democracy.

EPP Congress Resolution presented by the ESCU

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006
Supporting the work of senior citizens’ unions in all EPP member states
by means of autonomous organisations

The 17th EPP Rome Congress resolves:

That all EPP member parties are called upon to support the work of the European Senior Citizens’ Union and – insofar as this is still not the case – to build and expand organisations in which elderly citizens are able to undertake tasks voluntarily and help to solve the problems which face us all in a changing world. 

Justification:

The European Senior Citizens’ Union, which was founded in Madrid in 1995 and currently has a membership of 33 organisations in 21 European countries, represents the interests of senior citizens in Europe and operates under the motto of “cooperation, collaboration, co-responsibility and co-determination” on all the issues affecting senior citizens across Europe. 

In the words of the “creed” of the ESCU:

“We want to be the mainstays of our society in a changing world. It’s for this reason that we concentrate on questions of solidarity and justice across the generations.”

It’s in the interests of each and every member party to embrace and promote the concerns of senior citizens, if only in the knowledge that, with their steadily increasing life expectancy, senior citizens will be the largest bloc of voters in future. For this reason, not one member party can afford not to actively support the work of the European Senior Citizens' Union. 

The senior citizens of Europe are the founding fathers of the European Union and represent for the most part the Christian and humanitarian values on which the policies of EPP member parties are based. This is the reason why senior members of EPP parties do not only cast their vote in European elections but vote as a majority generally. 

We call upon Congress to support senior citizens in the problems they face from a changing world and to give them the opportunity to contribute to shaping the future.

EPP Resolution presented by PN (Malta)
EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006
The European People’s Party:
a
Conscious of the ever-increasing problem of irregular migration towards the European continent which is fuelled by famine, war, natural disasters, violation of human rights and the disparity in wealth between different regions of the world.

b
Aware of the obligations which all civilized and democratic countries have under international treaties, in particular the Geneva Convention on the Status of  Refugees (1951) in offering shelter and protection for persons fleeing persecution as refugees or those requiring temporary protection. 

c
Cognizant of the fact that the traditions and common heritage of the European continent require that European states adopt a benevolent and generous approach  to those who deserve protection and implement measures for the full integration of those lawfully within their territories.

d 
In view of the increasing human tragedy of loss of life of hundreds of immigrants who cross the Mediterranean Sea in small vessels and boats which are not sea worthy in an attempt to seek  better future in Europe.

e
Recalling the E.P.P’ s Action Programme (2004 – 2009) on the importance of managing immigration flows and fighting illegal immigration, while stressing the fact that the control of external borders is a factor of major importance to all member states and that the possibility of European solidarity for the related charges should be explored;

f
Considering that the European Mediterranean states are carrying a heavy burden of controlling the external borders of the Union.

RESOLVES

· That the control of the Union’s external borders should not only be the responsibility of the peripheral states which should be assisted in controlling the phenomenon of irregular migration.

· to support the efforts of the European Commission to allocate new funds to assist those peripheral states, large or small, who are particularly hit by the illegal migration problem and are carrying a burden which is heavier than they can carry;

· to support all efforts at burden-sharing of the problem being faced by these member states, and all measures to create a Corps of  Coast Guards to improve the fight against criminal behavior at sea as mentioned in the EPP Action Programme.

· To appeal to all member states to support the European Commission in the setting up of a Rapid Response Team to assist peripheral member states who face a sudden influx of immigrants and who require immediate assistance to profile and seek the identity of immigrants landing on their shores.

EPP Resolution presented by EPP Women

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

DECLARATION ON HARMFUL TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

We, the EPP, as a follow up of  the EPP Women conference “Taking measures against harmful traditional practices” held on 14th of October 2005 in Vienna,

- Recognising that many migrant women who live in the European Union are victims or potential victims of the so-called “harmful traditional practices”. These practices range from forced marriage to female genital mutilation to honour killing.

- Bearing in mind that prohibition by the law is only the basis for combating such practices but that there are more flanking policies needed.

- Recognizing that full enjoyment of all human rights by women and girls is an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights and is essential for the advancement of women and girls, peace and development.

- Reaffirming that the full realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms is essential for the empowerment of women and girls and the achievement of a real democracy.

- Commit ourselves to make every effort to raise awareness of harmful traditional practices in our respective fields of policy and action and to show solidarity with the victims.

- Congratulate the Austrian government upon the joint forces of their women ministers in combating harmful traditional practices on a national level.

- Call upon the European Commission to put the item of “combating harmful traditional practices” on its agenda. Furthermore, “harmful traditional practices” should be made the subject of the discussions by medical professionals, lawyers, religious leaders, teachers and other decision makers.

 - Call upon the media to become actively involved in combating “harmful traditional practices”.

 - Call upon all Member States to fully ban harmful traditional practices. 

Emergency Resolution presented by FIDESZ (Hungary)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006-03-27

50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956

In the years of 1989 and 1990 the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe, along with the dissolution of the Soviet Union, have abolished the Communist regimes in their own countries and established free and democratic systems. These changes dated back to long decades in the past. The Hungarian Revolution of 1956 towers above the long row of heroic fights for freedom and democracy. The Hungarian events that took place 50 years ago breached the first gap on the wall of Communism hitherto thought to be impregnable.
The European People’s Party condemns the Communist regimes that in the last century have come to power in many countries around the world, seriously violating civil and political rights of the citizens, treading freedom and democracy and committing a number of crimes many of which caused the death of the citizens.

The European People’s Party initiates the establishment of a museum in Brussels dedicated to the memory of the victims of Communism. We are convinced that the exploration of the horrors of Communism will bring reconciliation. The awareness of history prevents similar tragedies from ever happening again.

Draft Emergency Resolution presented by HDZ (Croatia), ÖVP (Austria), CSV (Luxembourg), SDKU-DS (Slovakia)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

The EPP welcomes Opening of Accession Negotiations with Croatia

The European People’s Party

· having regard to the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the Negotiating Framework adopted on 3 October 2005 and in the Accession Partnership with Croatia;
· having regard to the Report of the European Parliament on the Commission’s 2005 enlargement strategy paper, voted in the European Parliament in March 2006;
· taking into account all Copenhagen criteria;
1. welcomes the start of EU accession negotiations with Croatia and expresses its strong support for a quick progress of the talks. By Croatia’s accession, the reunification of the European family will become more complete;

2. welcomes the confirmed full cooperation of Croatia with the ICTY; 

3. believes that the start of accession negotiations with Croatia is a positive example for the countries of South East Europe and will have a stabilizing effect for the whole region pursuing the aims and principles of the Thessaloniki Agenda;

4. stresses that in the accession process, every country should be evaluated according to its own merits and the progress made;

5. reaffirms that Croatia should continue its accession negotiations with the EU and welcomes Croatia’s readiness to stimulate free trade through enlargement of the Central Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA) in order to provide an EU perspective for Croatia’s Southeast European neighbouring countries. 

Emergency Resolution presented by KDU-CSL (Czech Republic),

Hoyre (Norway) and Moderate Party (Sweden)

Election Fraud in Belarus

The European People's Party,

- Expressing its solidarity with the repressed people of Belarus, whose fundamental rights and liberties have been denied for twelve years;

- Convinced that the presidential elections on March 19, 2006 clearly violated international democratic standards and fundamental human rights, as observed by the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Council of Europe and others;

- Deeply concerned about the Belarusian government’s extensive use of intimidation, repression and violence against the opposition before, during and after the election campaign;

- Deeply concerned about the politically motivated arrests of several hundred demonstrators, including representatives of the EPP sister parties – United Civil Party and Belarusian Popular Front;

- Convinced that arrested activists will not be receiving fair trials in Belarusian courts;

- Recognising the importance of independent broadcasting into Belarus, as well as independent education facilities, provided through neighbouring EU member states;

- Stressing that Alexander Milinkevich, the opposition candidate, is always welcome to participate in any of the political meetings of the party and calls on the European Council to make a similar statement in this regard;

- Convinced that the only way to restore democracy in Belarus is through holding new and truly democratic elections;

- Appreciating the work of the various European NGOs as well as the solidarity manifested by the International community.
The European People's Party:

- Encourages the Belarusian people to continue fighting for their freedom in Minsk and throughout Belarus; 

- Urges the Belarusian authorities to immediately release all individuals, groups or organisations detained due to their political beliefs or activities, including the political leaders of the sister parties of the EPP – United Civil Party and Belarusian Popular Front;

- Calls upon the EU Member States as well as the European Institutions to maintain their support of the Belarusian NGOs and political parties inside and outside the country, as well as independent broadcasting and education facilities in neighbouring EU member states;

- Vigorously condemns the repression carried out by the Belarusian police against demonstrators who were peacefully expressing their opinion on the October Square;

- Demands that the Belarusian authorities stop all violent actions against the demonstrators and allow independent media to freely report from the country without limitations and intimidation;

- Demands that the Belarusian authorities provide complete information about people in custody, the location and the conditions of their detention as well as the charges they face;

- Strongly recommends the situation in Belarus to be put high up on the agenda in political consultations between the European Union and the Russian Federation;

· Urges the EU to take all necessary measures for the freezing of the bank accounts held by the officials of Belarus in the EU; 

· Calls on the EU Member States to provide scholarships for Belarusian students in order to make it possible for them to study at European Universities; and furthermore to promote international exchanges, scholarships for visits and advanced professional training programmes for leaders and members of the democratic organizations, students and scholars;
· To introduce cost free visas for Belarusian citizens;
- Demands that the Belarusian authorities respect the freedom of assembly and to refrain from all violent measures against the demonstrators;
· Urges the EU and the EU Member States to extend their support for the independent broadcasting into Belarus.

- Urges the Government of the Russian Federation to use its influence to encourage democratic development in Belarus so that Belarus can become a democratic, prosperous, sovereign, and independent state that is integrated into Europe.
Emergency Resolution presented by PO (Poland)

EPP Congress, Rome, 30-31 March 2006

Ukrainian Elections

The process of strengthening democracy in the Ukrainian society after the Orange Revolution was clearly demonstrated during the elections on 26 March 2006, that according to numerous international observers were free, fair and democratic. The Ukrainian leadership has undoubtedly confirmed its devotion to the principles of democracy, providing various opportunities, including access to the mass-media, for all political forces to present their political programs.

The European People’s Party welcomes our sister political parties in Ukraine – the People’s Union “Our Ukraine” and the People’s Movement of Ukraine, with the victory of democracy in Ukraine and supports their contribution to the democratic developments after the Orange revolution. 

The European People’s Party appeals for the unity of “Orange forces” and creation by them of the constructive majority, which would guarantee the continuation of the democratic reforms in Ukraine as well as of the course on European and Euro-Atlantic integration.

Taking into account Ukraine’s undeniable progress on the way of strengthening democracy, respect for the European values, that were demonstrated by the Ukrainian people and the leadership during the elections process, the EPP expresses its support for a European choice of Ukraine. This should allow further development of cooperation between the EU and democratic states of Eastern Europe that share with the EU common values and direct their efforts at the development of democracy in the region according to the EU standards.

