
PRESS RELEASE

29 March, Rome
10 Prime Ministers in the EPP Congress in Rome

More than 700 delegates, including 10 Prime Ministers and several party leaders of Member Parties, European Commissioners and other personalities close to the European People's Party (EPP), will participate in the XVII EPP Congress in Rome on 30 and 31 March 2006,

The EPP Prime Ministers and Heads of government Angela MERKEL (Germany), Silvio BERLUSCONI (Italy), Kostas KARAMANLIS (Greece), Wolfgang SCHÜSSEL (Austria), Jean-Claude JUNCKER (Luxembourg), Mikulas DZURINDA (Slovakia), Lawrence GONZI (Malta), Janez JANSA (Slovenia), Aigars KALVITIS (Latvia), and the European Commission president, José Manuel BARROSO will also participate in this event.
The EPP will celebrate its 30th anniversary and will elect the President, the members of the Presidency and the Secretary General of the Party.
A detailed programme is available on the Internet site www.eppcongress2006.org
INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS:

Venue:
HOTEL CAVALIERI HILTON

Via Alberto Cadlolo 101

00136 ROMA

Tel.: +39-06-35091

Fax: +39-06-3509-2241

Press arrangements
· A press working room will be at your disposal, equipped with telephone and fax lines. We will not provide Internet connections, but 20 analog modem lines will be at your disposal to hook up laptops.
· Journalists have to come with their own equipment and use either these 20 lines that will be available in the Press Service Room or the wireless network provided by the hotel by buying a pre-paid card at the Hotel reception.
· An interview room will be at your disposal, bookings can be arranged during the Congress.

· The proceedings of the EPP Congress will also be broadcast via TV screens in the press room and at various other locations in the Congress area. Only photographers and cameramen will be allowed to enter in the plenary room.
· A platform for TV cameras inside the Congress room will be available on a 'first come, first served' basis.

· Additionally, camera feeds will be provided in the press room to take off Congress proceedings (technical information on request).

· On request we will provide beta quality video copies of speeches and Congress proceedings. Arrangements to be made on site.

· From their office in Rome (Via della Conciliazone), RAI-EBU can provide playout facilities (Beta Sp/Sx) as well as a stand up position for live feeds or interviews, plus editing on request. In case of sufficient interest RAI-EBU could also provide a satellite station/SNG for playout (Beta Sp/Sx) or stand up position for interviews at the Hilton Hotel. Costs will be according to international rate card. (Contact Mr. Aldo Pellegrini, RAI, Tel.: +39-06-33170052-70053, Fax: +39-06-33171151, Email: internationalprod@rai.it)

· Congress documents, press releases and speeches (if available) will be put at your disposal in the press room.

· Photos of the EPP Congress will be at your disposal in printable quality and free of charge both on the EPP-ED Website (www.epp-ed.org) and on the EPP Congress Website (www.eppcongress2006.org).

For further information:

Javier Jiménez, EPP Press Office, tel.: +32-475-480446.

E-mail: jjimenez@epp-eu.org
