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                                            PRESS RELEASE

31 March, Rome

EPP CELEBRATES IN ROME ITS 30 ANNIVERSARY

During its XVII Congress in Rome, the European People’s Party (EPP) has celebrated its 30 anniversary since it was founded in 1976. 

The EPP was created in Luxembourg by 11 parties hailing from 7 countries: Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 

After three decades, the EPP is now the largest party in the European continent with 68 member parties from 35 countries.

Moreover, the EPP is the most influential party in the European Union (EU): 11 of the 25 Government leaders of the EU are members of the EPP, as well as the President of the European Commission and eight of its commissioners. In the European Parliament, the EPP is the group that has most representation with 264 members. 

In the past 30 years, the EPP has motivated historic decisions in the European Union (EU) such as the introduction of the Euro as the common currency in 12 countries, the recent expansion with the East or the creation of common policies in terms of Justice and Security. 

Following is a summarized history of the EPP:

1976 The 'Political Committee' unanimously approved the statutes of the European People's Party in Luxembourg. Leo Tindemans was elected President of the EPP. The following were the founding parties: CDU and CSU (Germany), PSC and CVP (Belgium), CDS ( France), Fine Gael (Ireland), DC (Italy), CSV (Luxembourg), KPV, CHU, and ARP (Netherlands).

1978 The first Congress in Brussels adopted the political programme of the EPP. 

1979 The second Congress decided on the electoral platform for the first direct elections to the European Parliament in which the EPP won 107 of the 419 seats up for elections. 

1983 Merger of the European Union Christian Democrat (EUCD) Secretariat and the EPP Secretariat in Brussels.

1985 Piet Bukman (CDA-NL) elected President, succeeding Leo Tindemans who held the post since the founding of the EPP. Thomas Jansen elected Secretary-General. 

1987 Jacques Santer elected President. Thomas Jansen re-elected Secretary General for a second term. 

1990 Wilfried Martens, former Prime Minister of Belgium, elected President of the EPP. Thomas Jansen re-elected Secretary-General for a third term. VIII EPP Congress in Dublin: adoption of the EPP programme for the European Union. 

1992 The British and Danish Conservative MEPs join the EPP Group in the European Parliament as allied members.

1993 Wilfried Martens re-elected President. Thomas Jansen re-elected Secretary-General for a fourth term.

1999 The Congress re-elects President Martens for another term and elects Alejandro Agag as Secretary-General

2000 Wilfried Martens elected President of the Christian Democrat International and Alejandro Agag as its Secretary-General.

2002 Antonio Lopez – Isturiz appointed Secretary General of the EPP. The XV Congress of the EPP (Estoril, Portugal) approves the document "A Constitution for a Strong Europe".

2004 Following the accession of 10 new EU member-states, all EPP associate member-parties from these countries become full members. In the first European elections of the Europe of 25, the EPP is victorious. As a result of this victory, the EPP succeeds in persuading the European Council to nominate Mr. José Manuel BARROSO as President of European Commission.

In July, the EPP, as well as other European level parties, receives formal recognition by the European institutions.

2005 The EPP accepts the AKP of Turkey as an observer.

2006 The EPP celebrates in Rome its 30th anniversary.
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